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The rola of voluntary organisations in our 
society was once defined as “to prod, to 
probe and to pioneer’. Thats not a bad 
definition, at least as far as Toc H is concerned. 

Our task is to prod, to encourage people to 
“dream of things that never were and ask 
‘why not?’ “, to fight apathy and to show that 
ordinary people can, even in our complex 
world, contribute, in however small a way, to 
the building of a better world. There has 
recently been a growing awareness that the 
job of those engaged in social work is not 
merely to provide services for people; it is 
to offer the skills and facilities that will 
enable people to solve their own problems. 
This, surely, is what Toc H has always tried ta 
do. We are trying to play our part in building 
a community in which all will participate, all 
will accept responsibility. 

Our task is to probe, to be prepared to ask 
the awkward question, to ask big questions 
about poverty and homelessness, to ask 
comparatively small questions about, for 
instance, access for the disabled to public 
buildings, or the provision of park benches for 
the elderly. Its not possible for people to 
participate in society unless they have the 
chance to know what's going on. If we want 
to build a responsible community we must be 
prepared to probe, to fight the compulsive 
secrecy which afflicts too many civil ser- 
vants and local councillors. 

Our task is to pioneer, Toc H has over the 
years pioneered many forms of community 


viewpoint 


Prod, probe and pioneer 


service. Members have demonstrated that a 
real need exists, aroused public interest, and 
then passed on the job to others and trans- 
ferred their energies elsewhere. The P.M. 
Club, for boys in the hotel and catering trade, 
and Bridgehead House in Birmingham, are 
just two examples that spring to mind of 
organisations that were pioneered by Toc H 
but have now acquired their own identity, 
although in each case individual members 
retain an interest. A pioneering Movement 
has to be continually seeking new ways of 
serving, has to be continually assessing the 
changing needs of the society in which we 
live. If our task is to pioneer, then we need, 
periodically, to review our traditional jobs 
and to ask ourselves whether, given the time 
and talents available, we are making the best 
possible contribution to the building of a 
caring community. It would be absurd to 
suggest that a job should be given up simply 
because we have been doing it for a great 
many years, but nonetheless the question 
needs to be asked. Pioneers cannot afford to 
get stuck in a rut. 

Prod, probe and pioneer. Three words 
against which to measure ourselves. If we 
are to continue to live up to our claim to be a 
frantier Movement we must beware of losing 
this kind of questioning attitude. ! some- 
times think that one of the roles that Toc H has 
to play in society is that of the three years old 
child who infuriates everyone by continually 
asking “why?” 

K.P-B. 
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new ground 


breaking 


In the second of three articles 


on the birth of Toc H jn 
Washington, 


County Dur- 
ham, Adrian Dudman des- 
cribes the play scheme which 
has been run for the past two 
summers. 


the right idea at the right time 


Last month | outlined the start of Toc H in 
Washington New Town. Over a fairly short 
period we had demonstrated our concern and 
in so doing had gathered a great deal of 
goodwill and valuable contacts. What next? 
A small group of people came together to 
discuss this. They were concerned about the 
annual problem of the school summer 
holidays and the lack of opportunities and 
amenities which might provide some con- 
Structive outlet for the children’s energies. 
There was a real need for the stimulation of 
creative play if children were not to become 
bored—boredom all too often led to the 
children ending up under the care of the 
children’s officer or the probation officer. 
Most parents dread this problem but all too 
often they lack the means to deal with it. As 
a consequence the Toc H Washington play 
scheme was born. The play scheme wasn't 
intended to be just a child-minding service. 


y 


AS) 


It would mean the total involvement of 
children, parents and volunteers. It wasn't 
just for the socially deprived, either, or for 
those not getting a holiday, though we had a 
percentage of these. Rather we tried to 
embrace all backgrounds, taking children 
quite deliberately from private estates and 
council estates, fram the established mining 
community and from the incoming com- 
munity, a real cross-section, in fact. 

The first move was to apply to the Divi- 
sional Education Officer, the headmaster and 
the school governors for the use of the 
premises of the local grammar school for the 
three week period. It took a lot of hard 
talking to convince them that the school 
wasn't going to be demolished. The scheme 
was geared to cater for some 200 children 
per week and to recruit these it was decided 
to circulate some 8,000 leaflets. The initial 
response was disappointing. It therefore 
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became necessary to organise a door-to-door 
canvass, explaining the scheme in more 
detail. This was carried out by those already 
interested and by the recently formed group 
of young volunteers. As a consequence of 
this and subsequent publicity we more than 
reached our ceiling of 200 and, in fact, found 
ourselves turning many away each day. 

The obvious connection between 
Washington CD and Washington DC seemed 
a good opportunity to introduce Toc H 
projects to the Winant Volunteers and we had 
two of these young Americans not only 
helping during the scheme but also doing a 
lot of the necessary visiting of parents 
beforehand. The rest of the volunteers were 
as far as possible recruited locally so as to 
increase the chance of an effective follow-up, 
which was very much in our minds. 


Flexible background 


Parents were asked to contribute a minimum 
of 5s per child—many of them paid more. An 
appeal was sent to organisations, shops and 
firms: and pubs, clubs and bingo halls were 
asked to help in raising funds. Even so the 
day the scheme started we had £26 in the 
bank and had planned an expenditure of £350. 
Nothing daunted we went ahead as planned 
in the faith that in the next three weeks this 
problem would resolve itself. A press 
conference was held and resuited in three 
interviews on Radio Tyne Tees, television 
coverage of the scheme and space in both 
local and national papers. 


The children were divided by age into 
groups of 15 to 20. On the weekend 
previous to the start of the scheme a full 
briefing session was held with all the volun- 
teers. The programme was planned to 
provide a flexible background so that 
wherever possible allowance could be made 
for activities planned by individual leaders and 
their children. Parents and other organisations 
were asked to help by, for instance, cooking, 
cleaning up the classrooms, looking after 
children during the lunch hour, or helping 
with groups on outings. The maximum use 
was made of the school facilities and playing 
fields, gym and art rooms all proved very 
popular. On the Friday of each week all the 
parents were invited to an open day, not just 
to come and watch but to take part in the 
activities. As an example, we held a pets day 
on which children and their parents had to 
bring different pets. Those who couldn't 
bring the conventional type of pet had to find 
a spider, beetle, worm, flea or what have you 
and serious judging took place—the dog with 
the shaggiest coat or the spider with the 
hairiest legs. We soon found that the parents 
enjoyed this as much as, if not more than, the 
children and it helped in more ways than one 
to create new friendships. 

Activities included visits to Sunderland 
Airport, where children were allowed to 
climb in and over severa! light aeroplanes: 


making use of local parks: visits to the coast 
and to farms, museums and swimming baths ; 
a camping expedition for the 11-15 year 
olds; sports; a daily work-out in the gym: 
clay modelling: dressing up: music and 
movement ; tea parties for the little ones; and 
story time—a great favourite for all ages, 
including the volunteers. 
What the scheme idealistically set out to 
achieve was as much involvement of the 
community as was possible and from the 
foregoing it will be easily seen that the 
number of people involved, in a large or small 
way, was very considerable. The scheme 
brought together sections of the community 
that otherwise might never have met and gave 
them the opportunity of co-operating on a 
mutual task. In the wider context it provided 
Toc H branches throughout the Northern 
Area with the opportunity of being involved 
through collecting materials and funds as well 
as, if they wished, more personally in the 
scheme itself. We ended with a deficit of £75 
but during the three weeks we received 
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contributions totalling well over £400. In 
many respects the deficit was an advantage as 
it resulted in the community being involved in 
its recovery over the next few months. 

On the last day we brought the parents 
together to ascertain their views on a 
repetition of the scheme, emphasising that 
this would be largely up to them and that the 
planning would demand their time and talents 
throughout the year. Overwhelming support 
was received and a small but high-powered 
co-ordinating group was set up. In addition 
cell-like groups sprang up to dea! with the 
various aspects of the scheme, transport, 
publicity, camp, fundraising, catering, etc, 
| said earlier that we had learnt a lot from the 
pilot scheme and some of these lessons were 
incorporated in the plans for the following 


year. 


Staffed by volunteers 


The camp for 11-15 year olds, though very 
hurriedly arranged, had been very successful 
and it was therefore decided to run a camp 
separately from the play scheme for this age 
group. It is interesting to note that this camp, 
which ran for a fortnight up in the Pennines, 
was Staffed entirely by local volunteers. The 
programme for the play scheme itself 
followed the same lines as previously except 
that this year we tried to get volunteers with 
special talents so as to be able to offer a more 
varied and challenging programme. For 
example, some children undertook an archeo- 
logical dig in the region of the Old Hall in 
Washington. Others made brass rubbings of 
local monuments. While on a nature trail or 
at the beach children were encouraged to 
collect leaves, flowers, shells and pebbles and 
to use them to make collages or to construct 
models. This year we had far more involve- 
ment from the local community and also more 
amenities were made available to us by the 
Education Authority. Once again the scheme 
was a great success, and it had all kinds of 
ramifications which | will go into next month. 

These two articles have explained in some 
detail two needs that have been met in 
Washington and | hope they have shown, in 
some measure, how one can get a real in- 
volvement from very large sections of the 
community if only the challenge is right. 


Next month: 
What of the future? 
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_ breaking and giving 
A message from Tubby 


general sense, the Gift is stressed, but not the 
Sacrifice. It is quite clear that, having blessed 
the Bread, the Lord then broke it, so that 
He could give to each his portion, in that 
Upper Room. “Giving” by itself may be a 
privilege devoid of pain: but “breaking” 
anticipates the Agony both in the Garden and 
throughout the night and through the Friday, 
until the Ninth Hour came. 

When a disciple, even now taday, looks 
into his own soul, he may there find a 
willingness to give, yes, of his best: but 
giving, while it may be inconvenient, even 
unselfish, can readily be free of agony. A 
deeper tast remains. Are we prepared not just 
to give our lives, but to break our lives? It 
must cost pain, it may cost agony. Can we 
face that? 

While thus, in mystic truth, the Lord 
obeyed and freely broke His life for all men’s 
sakes, we have returned a sad reply to Him. 
The broken Body of the Living Church was 
broken not by Him, but by ourselves. Like 
the disciples fram the very first, some doubt, 
some hesitate, differ, dispute, deny, and some 
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Right at the heart of the most sacred words 
the Lord employed at the most sacred moment, 
all careful students of the Authorised 
Version know that St. Paul here differs from 
St. Luke. The text, as cited in the Prayer 
Book, reads: “This is My Body which is 
given for you”. “Given” is fram the Gospel 
of St. Luke. St. Paul, however, in I Cor. XI 
makes use of “broken”. Textual evidence 
suggests the use of the word “broken” as a 


betray. Which of these verbs is mine, and 
which is yours? Disputes and quarrels, as 
the Gospel proves, inflicted in this earthly life 
a straln He found mostdifficult to bear. Today, 
He also has to bear this strain each time a 
Christian quarrels with another, each time He 
is denied or is betrayed. His heart is broken 
now, day after day. He broke His life for us, 
but not His heart. We break His heart, we men. 
We break His heart. Why don’t we break our 


own, and give it to Him? The Lord would 
deign to use such broken gifts. 


Fhitee C ay len 


possibility. 


While the word “given” conveys the 


obituary 


We regret to announce the death of the following members: 


In September: Ernest Harman (Gorleston & Gt. Yarmouth), Harry Whotton (Swadlincote). 
In October: Charles Morton (Dartford), John Shaw (Upton), Hubert Thomas (Griffithstown). 
In November: Thomas Cox (Vancouver B.C.), Percy Joselin (Exmouth), W. Roly P. Jaques 
(Nelson, N.Z.), George H. S. McDonald (Central), Dennis G. Smith (Wem). In December: 
Francis H. Buttle (Kingsbury), William R. Cosh (Lymington), Annie F. Gill (Horncastle), 
Olive F. Lewis (Shirley & Solihull), Daniel MacMahon (Thurrock), Alfred F. Mankelow 
(Tunbridge Wells), Arthur G. Minns (Broadstairs & St. Peter's), Mabel Moore (Gravesend), 
Vera E. Padgen (Holland-on-Sea), Benjamin Shaw (Kendal), Elsie Stott (Huddersfield), Ann 
M. Strachan (Edinburgh), George C. Townley-Taylor (Iver). 


We give thanks for their lives. 
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THE CHRISTIAN BASIS—WHAT DOES I? MEAN? 


ause of the length and complexity of 
re, the first five questions, on the 

istian basis of the Movement, were In many 
pee aWared fairly hurriedly, the Central Guard of 
the Lamp asked two people to expose some of the 
fundamental and important points these questions 
were designed to raise. The two people were Alan 
Pratt, Central Councillor from Kent and a member of 
the Guard, and John Dessauer, a former member of 
the South East Region staff, now a Probation Officer 
in the East End of London. We are glad to publish 
their contributions in the hope that they will initiate 


Feeling that, bec 
the Questionnal 


discussion of these basic issues. 


The real questions 


In the letter accompanying the Question- 
naire distributed over a year ago it was 
suggested that the Central Executive Com- 
mittees might wish to redefine Toc H 
objectives and also consider ways and means 
of attracting an increased membership. The 
Questionnaire had therefore as one of its 
purposes the provision of an opportunity for 
the membership to express its convictions. 
Given this chance one might have expected 
some pretty hard hitting replies or the 
revelation of some highly controversial issues 
affecting the future of the Movement, calling 
at once for close examination, wide discus- 
sion, and resultant action. 

In the event, at least as far as the section of 
questions under the heading “Basis of 
Membership” is concerned nothing so 
revolutionary appeared. Whether the ideas 
remain but have not yet found expression 
perhaps we shall never know. 

We have often heard it said in Toc H that 
our Christian basis is a possible deterrent to a 
high rate of growth in terms of membership. 
The Christian basis is in this context variously 
referred to as the "religious side”, or the 
“spiritual side”. If it is “played down”, some 
members would say, we might more easily get 
greater numbers to come along to our 
meetings. How often when discussing 
potential new members do we excuse our- 
selves by saying that he or she might come 
along but would not like or be interested in 

the “spiritual side”. With the presence of this 
apparent concern about the Christian basis 
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of Toc H and discussion on the subject 
taking place at many levels, the membership 
replies to questions 1—5 of the Questionnaire 
are to say the least—surprising |! 


Testing the truth 


To my mind the significant and alarming 
point raised by these replies is the complete 
lack of really original thought or of any 
recurring theme of new approach to the 
problem. Surely if there is one sphere of 
influence and activity with which Toc H has 
shown the greatest reluctance to come to 
terms it is in finding true expression for its 
Christian basis. The “definition of Toc H“ in 
the new application form for membership was 
considered “adequate” by the majority of 
replies from men’s branches: the ladies were 
more positive—61 thought YES, only one 
thought NO. This definition alone provides 
thought for much discussion. We would do 
well to ask ourselves, for example, how often 
we consciously test the truth of the Christian 
faith. 

Question 3(a) referred to members’ under- 
standing that Toc H is more than friendship 
and service and should lead to an under- 
standing of the purpose of God. Here again 
the women's branches replied with a 
unanimous YES; the men accepted this as 
fact by a large majority. A profoundly 
challenging question made even more so 
by the follow up question, 3{b), which 
sought to know how branches made 


provision for developing this understanding. 
Beyond the predictable replies indicating 
pilots’ and padres’ talks, and rededication 
services, little reference seems to have been 
made to the individual obligation of personal 
involvement. Toc H will stand or fall by the 
calibre of its members. Our personal 
contribution has to be constantly examined, 
along with our beliefs and prejudices, our 
witness and our example. The fact that so 
many replies were so predictable that they 
could have been taken out of 7he Toc H 
Signpost suggests that we are not given to 
examining searchingly enough our true 
purpose as a Movement. Very few replies 
made reference to the appeal of Toc H to non 
Christians—to sincere agnostics and atheists, 
or the challenge of Toc H to those whose 
background is Hindu or Moslem. To pretend 
this sort of situation is unlikely to concern us 
to any degree yet is totally unrealistic for a so- 
called frontier Movement. 

Hardly any replies suggested that one of the 
great tasks facing Toc H is to bring a simple 


faith to a complex community. 

Having come down heavily in favour of 
retaining a sound Christian basis for Toc H 
it just will not do to leave it at that. Prayers 
at our meetings, talks by the padre, re- 
dedication services—however sincerely and 
reverently entered into—wil!l not alone make 
us any more than a social service fellowship of 
like-minded folk with these things added to 
preserve the spiritual balance. We can say 
our prayers in church on Sundays, we could 
have joined one of a number of groups or 
clubs to “do good” if we merely sought to 
ease our social conscience. We have instead 
accepted Toc H asa way of living in which we 
understand that doing good in God's name 
is a pure and practical form of Christian 
worship. That by so doing we can bring 
others to see this is possibly closer to the true 
purpose of Toc H than we seem inclined to 
acknowledge 


Alan Pratt 


Christ the revolutionary 


It is interesting to note the ease with which 
we accept that Toc H is a Christian Movement. 
Yet do we really know what this involves ? 
It would seem that we can only answer this if 
we understand what is involved in being a 
Christian, and this is where we run into 
difficulties. 

So much of what we know, believe and 
accept has never been questioned by us. It 
has been passed on from generation to 
generation and accepted without question by 
the great majority. Relationships between the 
sexes, the attitudes of children towards their 
parents and of the young to the elderly are 
matters of this kind, cultural patterns accepted 
unthinkingly and without challenge. In the 
same way Christianity has been passed on 
between the generations, each generation 
accepting without question a belief which in 
many cases is no longer a faith. Christianity 
has tended to become to many a meaningless 
ritual to be performed, without thought, on 
Sunday. 

Yet it was not always like this. Words which 
are repeated week after week in churches 
everywhere and which have now become a 
meaningless chorus once had Christ labelled 
as a revolutionary. These same words and 
ideas are just as revolutionary today, it is 
simply that we have ceased to question their 
real meaning; we accept them without 
thinking. Taken on a smaller scale does this 
also point to a failure within Toc H? Un- 


fortunately on face value it would seem so. 

The failure appears to be that we have 
forgotten the original force behind the words 
and in consequence become reformers 
instead of revolutionaries. In terms of action 
reform involves the propping up of present 
systems, even though they may be inadequate 
or unjust. In the same context revolution 
involves replacing the inadequate or unjust 
system with one which is free from these 
faults. Remembering that Christ was a 
revolutionary and not a reformer Toc H must 
decide where it stands in this matter. On this 
decision hang the attitudes Toc H must then 
adopt towards a host of subjects. Matters 
such as housing, race, censorship, armament, 
pollution, all depend on this decision, and it 
must be made. 

This article is in itself only sufficent to help 
us to start thinking about what is involved in 
belonging to a Christian Movement in terms 
of revolutionary commitment. It may at the 
same time assist us to consider how best to 
accept those who come to us in doubt or with 
beliefs different to our own. 

It is never easy to take stock of a long 
standing situation with the view of re- 
defining objectives but this we must do if 
points such as those raised in these articles 
are to be considered. It can only be for the 
benefit of the Movement as a whole. 


John Dessauer 
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‘OUR TIMMY HAS 
TO BE PUSHED OFF 
TO SCHOOL EVERY 
MORNING: 


in a wheelchair 


Timmy is one of the thousands of children suffering 
from muscular dystrophy—a wasting of the muscles 
which leaves its young victims crippled and helpless. 


There is no treatment, no cure. 


The research we buy brings the discovery of a cure that 
little bit nearer, but if we had the money we could do a 
lot more. 


Will you include a small donation to us among your 
New Year Resolutions ? 


MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY GROUP 
26 Borough High Street, London S.E.1. 


(We can supply speakers and films) 


The picture of the Upper Room still graces 
many branch meeting places and homes, 
yet it seems that few think a visit to Poperinge 
a possibility. Although a number of the 
traditional organised parties are still run, it 
does not seem to have dawned on many what 
an admirable base the Old House makes for a 
family holiday in the car on the Continent. 
Situated as it is, a 45 minute run from Ostend 
and costing less than 30 shillings a day per 
person for full meals, it provides the Move- 
ment, at the very least, with an accessible 
bargain centre in Belgium. 

Add to this the hospitality of Poperinge, 
spring mattresses and a quiet garden, then it 
surely is something that should not be missed 
Round and about, the seaside (half hour), 
Bruges, Ghent, Koksijde (wonderful modern 
church and ancient Abbey site) and Ypres 
provide scope for days out for which 


meals to save 
is within easy 


Angéle will provide picnic 
currency. Northern France 
reach too. 

However, if this is not enough there is every 
reason to drive off bed and breakfasting 
further afield; to the scenic beauty of the 
Ardennes or to the great cities of Holland or 
for that matter to motor-racing at Francor- 
champs or Zandvoort. 

So in 1970 if you want a holiday abroad go 
to Belgium and possibly Holland. Language 
is no difficulty and by basing it on the Old 
House you can save money. Here are all the 
sensible reasons, then. They hardly add up to 
a pilgrimage to a shrine in the traditional 
sense, yet if, in the pracess of enjoyment, you 
use that quiet room it may well prove the mast 
refreshing experience of all and a springboard 
for your future Toc H. 


Photographs: 
Courtesy Belgian National 
Tourist Offica. 


David Ryderb 
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When | heard that the Riding School for the 
Disabled at Grange Farm was in some 
financial difficulty, | finally made up my mind 
ta walk from John O'Groats to Land's End. 


This | thought could be my way of showing 


my appreciation for the help riding had given } 
me in four years and of thanking all those 
concerned who encouraged me to overcome | 
my disability. 


Although | made up my mind to do the 
walk, the thought had been there since | 
completed the London to Brighton walk at 


Easter 1968. It was on this walk that | 
realized that |! was not only walking a great 
distance to raise funds for charity, but | was 
giving encouragement to other disabled 


people. | wanted to prove to people that 


because a small percentage of society are 

physically disabled, it does not mean they are 

inferior even if most disabled people think 
g they are. 


Good care and attention for physically 


on elbow crutches. 
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disabled people is very necessary, but not to 
the degree that they become dependent on the 
help they receive. Society should help 
disabled people to help themselves and to 
overcome their disability, because over- 
coming one’s disability, to my mind, is the 
main source of getting well. The way we are 
overcoming this inferiority is to integrate the 
physically disabled with able-bodied people 
in social activities such as dancing, swimming 
and horse riding, where the physically disabled 
are treated as equals. 

This new therapy of pony riding for the 
disabled has impressed the medical pro- 
fession because of the amazing results it 
produces not only physically but psycho- 
logically as well. They now realize that it is 
not just an enjoyable recreation but a very 
advanced form of rehabilitation. 

Psychologically, riding has worked miracles. 
Now a disabled person no longer depends on 
crutches or a wheelchair because their two 
crippled legs are replaced by four strong ones ; 
the four walls of a roam suddenly become 
grassy fields and trees. They now see places 
and countryside that normally they would 
never have seen. 

Physically we find the results almost 
unbelievable. Withered legs become stronger, 
balance becomes more poised, fatigued 
bodies are now less tired, and with spastics 
tense muscles become relaxed. In horse riding 
improvement is noticeable in a very short time 
because, simply, they enjoy what they are 
doing and more effort is put into their riding. 
This vast improvement is understandable 
when you consider a disabled person in 
haspital goes dawn every day to the physio- 
therapist's room, lies down on the couch in 
the same boring roam doing the same boring 
exercises: he becomes fed up. He does not 
put the effort into his exercises that he should 
do, but you put that same person on a horse 
and ask him to do exercises because it would 
improve his ability to ride and get well, he will 
do these exercises until the cows come home. 

When | approached John Davies, the Chief 
Riding Instructor at Grange Farm, and told 
him that | was going to walk from John 
O'Groats to Land's End he was amazed, but 


same famous for walking from John O'Groats 
Why he did it and 
ilent struggle on the way are both in this 
> for Point Three. 


he did not hesitate for he was only too 
pleased to help and encourage me in every 
way he possibly could. Without John 
Davies’ help the walk would not have been 
possible or as successful as it has proved to be. 

John Davies wrote many letters to large, 
well-established firms asking if they would 
sponsor me, but none of them did. He also 
wrote to newspapers and told them of my 
intentions, but they expressed no interest. 
Well, you could understand their point of view 
because the conclusion they must come to 
would be of disbelief. “What, a disabled boy 
on crutches walking from John O'Groats to 
Land's End—impossible—it must be a stunt”. 
| came to the conclusion that | would have to 
start the walk by myself, and then perhaps as | 
progressed people would notice what | was 
trying to achieve. 


Full time training 


After the London to Brighton walk | kept 
myself reasonably fit. Two or three times a 
week after work | had a good two hours hard 
exercise running around the parks and 
commons and through the streets of Battersea. 
Although | was getting good exercise it was 
not enough to build my body for the task | 
was setting myself. Therefore | decided to 
leave work and train full time, and so for three 
months | dedicated myself to hard walking. 

On Thursday morning, June 19, John 
Davies drove me up to John O'Groats with a 
few friends who had come to see me off. We 
arrived there Friday evening at 8.00 p.m. 
That night | prayed everything would go well. 
There were not many people to see me at the 
start, but people knew | was attempting the 
walk as a local Scottish newspaper had 
printed an article stating that | was commen- 
cing my walk on Saturday. 

| set off full of confidence and determination 
to complete the walk. | knew | would reach 
Land's End even if millions did not. Although 
| was full of canfidence | was worried about 
where | was going to stay. | did not plan 
accommodation in advance as | did not know 
how | would feel the next day after a day's 
walking. | set a target of twenty miles a day— 
sometimes | did less, other days | did more. 
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It all depended on the next town or village 
most likely to have accommodation. 

The first night | stayed at a farmhouse in 
Thrumster which is just past Wick, and | had a 
comfortable night. When | started next 
morning | was surprised by the people who 
knew what | was doing and by the kindness 
and hospitality that they showed me. This, of 
course, boosted my morale, realizing that my 
efforts were not going to waste. 

The first two weeks were the most difficult, 
but at the same time were adventurous and 
exciting, for in Scotland | had to walk alone in 
the most remote countryside of my journey. 

Most of the time the weather was good, but 
now and again it poured down with rain, and 
it was at these times that the walking became 
depressing and cruel, especially on the moors 
with no shelter available. In these first two 
weeks | was finding accommodation, carrying 
and sending my pack on and finding my meals 
by myself. Then a few miles outside Airdrie, 

near Glasgow, help came my way. 


Cheering people 


The Rotary Club of Airdrie had read in the 
local papers about my efforts, and they told 
me that, when | arrived in Airdrie, there would 
be a hotel room and lunch awaiting me. To 
my surprise and amazement, my good fortune 
did not stop here, for the Rotary Club of 
Airdrie told me they would inform all the 
Rotary Clubs on my route and ask them to 
accommodate me. This is what they did 
until | reached my destination at Land's End. 

That last day's walk from Penzance to 
Land's End | will always remember, its 
excitement will echo in my mind, and the 
emotion of the crowd | will always feel. | can 
visualize the Land's End Hotel appearing from 
nowhere, emerging out of the heavy sea mist 
that had been with us all day. Suddenly there 
were thousands of cheering people closing 
around me. | had to fight my way through the 
crowds with the help of a police escort to the 
door of the Land's End Hotel. 

Here to greet me were my loving parents, 
overwhelmed by such a joyous occasion. 
Also to welcome me was a beautiful lady, 
Elizabeth Taylor (Mrs. Burton), who with 
Open arms greeted me with a shower of kisses. 
Surely that was the greatest day of my !ife to 
know that my efforts were not unnoticed and, 
from that day on, the physical and psycho- 
logical discomfort that | had endured seemed 
ta vanish into the depths of the sea mist. 


On March 30 David Ryder will begin a 
walk from Los Angeles to New York, a 
distance of 2,830 miles. He hopes to 
complete it in six months and all money 
collected will go towards Promoting 
riding for the disabled as a form of 
therapy. 
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| Saw a Child 


į saw a child who couldn't walk 

sit on a horse, laugh and talk. 

Then ride it through a field of daisies 
and yet he could not walk unaided. 


} saw a child, no legs below, 

sit on a horse and make it go 
through woods of green 

and places he had never been 
to sit and stare 

except from a chair. 


! saw a child who could only crawl 
mount a horse and sit up tall. 

Put it through degrees of paces 

and laugh at the wonder in our faces. 


/ saw a child born into strife, 

Take up and hold the reins of life 
and that same child was heard to say. 
Thank God for showing me the way 


JOHN ANTHONY DAVIES. 
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The Policy Statement 
it was pleasing to read the Central Executive's 


“Policy for the 70's” (December issue) as an 


attempt to analyse contemporary trends 
within Toc H, resulting in a positive statement 
for future action. Whatever one’s interpre- 
tation of the Statement at least there is here a 
reasonably concise framework around which 
policies and action can be built at various 
levels within our Movement. Let us now 
grasp this lead and leave behind in the 
sixties the hesitation, uncertainty and doubts 
that seem to have dominated recently Toc H 
discussion and literature. One accepts that it 
has been a valuable and necessarily repetitive 
exercise to ask in recent years “What is 
Toc H? Whatis our future? How should the 
Movement operate?” Society is changing 
and in many ways Toc H must adapt ac- 
cordingly. But there comes a time when 
self-analysis, introspection and self-criticism 
reach the point of no progress, or self- 
destruction. We have now been given a lead 
to seize initiative, act positively and get on with 
the job | 

The main strength of the Policy Statement 
lies in the continuing belief in the original 
values and objectives of Toc H; in the 
realisation that society is urban in character 
and Toc H must adapt to the urban scene 
more and more: and in the flexible policy to 
be shown towards our properties. 

However, it is a pity that “flexibility” has 
not permeated our thinking much more than 
the Statement would show. We are still 
perpetuating a binary mode of functioning— 
meetings on the one hand, activities on the 
other—and assuming that fellowship and 
friendship only arise from the former. 
Similarly the dual functions of staff are to be 
regarded as of equal emphasis, and youth 
work has to be co-ordinated | Surely it is time 
we realised that variety is often the essence of 
excellence, that local situations demand that 
the role we play will vary according to local 
needs and individual characteristics. Reg- 
ional staff must be allowed to interpret local 
situations without being hamstrung by 
national dictates. Branches must see their 


roles according to the changing needs and 
Opportunities provided by their members and 
the community around them. To stimulate 
fellowship and friendship regular meetings 


may be necessary over a defined period: at 
other times progress may be achieved through 
a branch Project or by throwing in one’s 
weight as a Regional task force. If co- 
Operation helps to fulfil our basic aims and 
objectives it should be encouraged. If it just 
creates more meetings which inhibit progress 
and individual initiative it is to be avoided. 
Only personnel at the grass roots of com- 
munity—Regional staff and local members— 
can effectively judge. 

However, the criticisms are not to detract 
from the value of the Policy Statement. There 
is something here for everybody and, assuming 
that the Statement is not seen as a justification 
for maintaining any status quo, it could 
become the starting point for a variety of 
dynamic plans in the seventies at national, 
Regional and local levels. 


David Pallert Morpeth. 


No more Toc H Christmas Cards? 


The Publications and Publicity Committee 
has been considering whether the time has 
come to stop producing Toc H Christmas 
cards. At present we are producing cards 
as a service to members but we are not doing 
more financially than cover our costs. When 
so many worthwhile causes are raising money 
through Christmas cards are we morally 
justified in competing in this half-hearted 
way? 

The alternative would be to go into the 
Christmas card business much more ener- 
getically as a fund-raising endeavour. This 
would involve certain legal complications. It 
would involve headquarters staff in a great 
deal more work (in fact extra staff might well 
be necessary). And it would mean that the 
membership would have to be a very much 
more active sales force (in recent years sales 
of Toc H cards have averaged about one per 
member). The sale of charity cards has 
expanded enormously over the last few years. 
Are we too late to join the band waggon? 

It is quite clear that under the present 
arrangements we cannot compete in terms of 
quality and price with organisations that are 
able to print their cards in much larger 
quantities. The feeling of my committee is 
that the time has come to stop producing 
Christmas cards ourselves and to encourage 
our members to support one of the many 
charities that make money in this way. Before 
reaching a decision we should welcome the 
views of members. 


Rhoda Griffiths (Mrs.) 
Chairman, Publications and Publicity Committee. 
83, Harrow Drive, Hornchurch, Essex. 
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newspoint 


LL. 


SCRAP BRASS FOR 
BLUE PETER 


Maude E. 


Members of Acton Toc H who went 
to help unpack parcels for the elderly 
sent in response to the BBC “Blue 
Peter appeal” had a surprise on opening 
them. Instead of the expected bed- 
socks or biscuits they found scrap brass 
in the form of curtain rings, door knobs, 
hinges and so on, old and broken metal 
toys and electric plugs, all of which 
were to be sold to raise money to buy 
a *bus to take elderly folk around. A 
mountain of parcels on the warehouse 
floor testified to the wonderful response 
from children in all parts of the United 
Kingdom and Eire and even the postage 
stamps on the parcels were not wasted 
but carefully salvaged. A great variety 
of helpers was at work unpacking the 
parcels and sorting the contents, but in 
spite of their efforts the pile of parcels 
did not appear to diminish, as it was 
constantly augmented by fresh deliver- 
ies. Excitement was added when one of 
the schoolboy helpers occasionally 
failed to catch a parcel of metal thrown 
to him by another and it was comforting 
to know we were insured under the 
Toc H “Personal Accident” scheme! 

Huge mountains of brown paper 
parcels are still being received and on 
December 29 the programme presenters 
announced that they would be able to 
buy two vehicles instead of the one 
originally planned. 


T.V. and 
the Community 


Peter Black, T.V. critic for the Daily 
Mail, has this to say about the first 
Royal Command Performance to be 
screened in colour: 

“If we can see stuff as good as this 
without getting our feet wet we will 
stay at home, living at second hand, 
more than ever.”’ 

Let us put colour T.V. in perspective 
by reminding ourselves that for most of 
us it does not come in addition to 
pleasant glass-roofed town centres, 
varied pleasure domes, free and easy 
cafes and community centres; it comes 
instead of. 


Cndacoit 


In addition to the buses they have 
also purchased low level baths with lever 
taps for handicapped pcople, electrically 
operated invalid chairs, small refrig- 
erators for people living alone and a 
handy spring-gadget which gently 
pushes the handicapped person out of a 
low chair. 


£1,000 
raised 
for blind 


14 women’s organisations in Mansfield 
recently combined forces to run a fair 
for the blind which raised over £800. 
This sum was later made up to £1,000 
by a wealthy well wisher. The Mans- 
field and Mansfield Woodhouse 


women’s branches ran a jewellery stall 
which included items given to Freda 
Hurt by friends in America during a 
recent visit there. 


World Chain 


West Drayton & Yiewsley branch 
celebrated the World Chain of Light in 
the chapel at London’s Heathrow 
Airport. No more appropriate place 
could have been chosen than this, where 
the world’s airways meet. Members 
prayed for Toc H around the world to 
the sound of the giant jets taking off to 
circle the globe. Ewart Wilson, the 
branch padre, is the Methodist chaplain 
at the airport chapel and seven other 
members of the 15 strong branch work 
at Heathrow. 

The World Chain was celebrated by 
branches and Districts up and down the 
country but it was a very special 
occasion for Norwich joint branch 
because they had only received their 
Lamp on the previous Tuesday. They 
took part in the observance of the 
Chain with other branches in the 


at Heathrow 


District, in Norwich Cathedral. The 


service was the climax of a very busy 
week for Toc H in Norwich. On the 
Thursday evening there was a most 
successful Sherry and Mince-pie party 
arranged by the young ladies of Norwich 
Enterprise branch. 


Wolverton choose 
Integration theme for 
Annual Dinner 


The annual Wolverton Toc H dinner is a 
familiar loca! event and the smiling face 
of Sydney Swain (right) is well known 
around the town. But this yaar things 
were a little diffarant because the branch 
decided to make it a special event to mark 
“Integration in Toc H”. 
A long list of distinguished guests were 
invited, a faw are shown in our photo- 
graph, and good publicity was obtained in 
the local newspapers. 

Photo: North Bucks Chronicle & Echo, 


It is commonplace for soccer fans to 
accuse the referee of being blind but 
you don’t often come across a whole 
team that is partially sighted. That, 
however, was the experience of 
Alvechurch branch recently when they 
got up a team—composed mainly of 
sons of members—to play a seven-a-side 
game against a team from the Lickey 
Grange Blind School. 

“The game was played 20 minutes 
each way,” reports Point Three cor- 
respondent Edwin Mason, “which 
seemed quite enough when the action 
was so terrific. A white ball was used. 
Victory went to the Alvechurch team, 
who had things more or less their own 


Blind School footballers give 
Toc H a hard time 


way in the first half, but so great was 
the pressure put on by the Blind School 
boys in the second half that they would 
probably have won had extra time been 
given.” 

This fixture follows an equally 
successful cricket match between the 
two sides last summer. A large, soft 
ball was used and runs were not scored 
in the usual way. The score was worked 
out according to the distance the players 
hit the ball. “What the blind school 
boys lacked in vision,” writes Edwin, 
“was more than made up for in enthu- 
siasm and determination.” Both sides 
are agreed that these fixtures must be 
repeated. 


Public meeting discusses tinkers 


In the light of the Central Council 
resolution on gypsies the Birmingham 
District Team recently called a public 
meeting in the city to discuss this 
delicate subject. The meeting was 
attended by about 60 people. 
Speaking formally on behalf of the 
City Council the Chairman of the 
Public Works Committee, Councillor 
Harold Edwards, explained that the 
City differentiates berween Romanies, 
“who,” he said, “we understand and 
have accepted as partofthecommunity,” 
and Irish tinkers who were a very 
different matter. The evidence that 


ee a E 


At a recent Central Executive, George Liddle reported that only £16,659 
had been received from the combined membership during the first half of 
the financial year. This compares with the quota of £35,000 for the 
period. Finance Secretary Keith Rea comments: “While no onc expected 
the quota figures to be approached, the shortfall is much larger than fore- 
cast. In view of the Movement’s desperate shortage of cash, capital 


will have to be realised unless: (a) 


contributions regularly so as to meet the expenses of the Movement, 
s which also have to be paid regularly, and (b) A real attempt is made 
, to increase giving in order to pay for the work to which Toc H has already 
| been committed by the membership themselves. Have you planned your 
) 1970 Special Effort yet for the benefit of the Movement ?”? 


Toc H has, however, shows that both 
alike have been evicted from the city 
during the last four years. After 
speeches by a Labour alderman, by 
Gratton Puxon, the secretary of the 
Gypsy Council, and by local workers 
with gypsies, there was a brief but 
lively question session. 

Particular interest was shown in the 
Walsall gypsy school. Since the mecting 
several student teachers have offered 
their services and Walsall branch have 
offered to provide transport for children 
and teachers and to help in any other 
way they can. 


Branches submit their Family Purse 


Thirty Years’ 
Service Honoured 


Bob Wright, a member of Norton 
branch and Counry Secretary for the 
St. John Ambulance Brigade for the 
North Riding, has been promoted to the 
office of Officer-Brother of the Order of 
St. John of Jerusalem. 

Bob joined the Brigade when a 
division was formed in Norton in 1941, 
and quickly became immersed in local 
service of all kinds. In 1956 he was 
promoted to Superintendent and three 
years later to County Staff Officer at 
Headquarters, where he was chiefly 
responsible for administration, organ- 
ising competitions and inspections. 
In 1964 he rose to his present rank. His 
recent award marks 30 years’ of 
outstanding service with the Brigade. 

All of this would seem to leave very 
little time for Toc H activities, bur 
when Bob joined Toc H in 1944 he was 
very impressed with those he met and 
the work being done. The impression 
has never left him and he still finds time 
to attend meetings regularly and take 
part in fund raising, parcel distribution 
to the elderly, house to house collections 
and work with the Polio Fellowship. 
He is one of the best auctioneers around 
Stockton and drums up a very good 
trade at Toc H jumble sales. 


IONA WEEK 


BOOK NOW. From Sept- 
ember 5 to 12. Leader: lan 
Russell, 89 Forrest Drive, 
Tanshall, Glenrothes, Fife. 


SINGERS 
WANTED 


The members of the Toc H 
Male Voice Choir, which for 
25 years has been giving co 
hospitals, at old peoples’ homes and 
blind clubs, have reluctantly decides 
that they will have to disband if they 
are unable to recruit new members by 
June 1 this year. The choir Bives 
concerts about once a fortnight and 
rehearses every Monday evening, Their 
repertoire includes light hearted sket- 
ches as well as serious musical items, 
Anyone with musical talents who would 
be willing to help to ensure the continu- 
ance of this very worthwhile effort 
should contact Len Brooks, 18 Blagdon 
Road, Lewisham, London, S.E.13. 


£2 each 


Everyone over 70 in the village of 
Anstey received a Christmas present of 
£2 from Toc H. The money, £710, was 
raised through the annual village 
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The new Toc H fiag which flapped proudly throughout the National Eisteddfod he 

is shown by members who manned “Martha” during the event. Obviously a lot of har 

work went into Its manufacture and Alica May Elton (on Ltt lie isto te congratulated 
i initiati i irst flag with the new emblem. 

for her skill and initiative In producing the firs gwi e G ace E 


carnival and by a sponsored walk. 


Wantage raises 
thirty guineas 


Joe Eversden 

The generosity of the people of Wantage 
enabled Wantage Toc H to have a well- 
stocked stall in the Market Place, and 
as a result, thirty guineas were handed 
by the branch chairman to Councillor 
Henry Robinson, Chairman of the 
Wantage U.D.C. on behalf of the 
Hydro-Therapy pool for the handi- 
capped of North Berkshire. In thanking 
the branch for this splendid effort, 
Councillor Robinson said that results 
so far had greatly exceeded expectations. 


African centre proposed 


The establishment of a Toc H Centre 
at Soweto, Johannesburg, from which 
the development of African Toc H 
throughout South Africa could be 
directed, has been recommended in the 
first report of the investigating com- 
mittee set up to give impetus to 
“Operation Breakthrough” the 
attempt to take Toc H across the 
barriers of language and race. The 
report also recommends the employ- 
ment of an African staff man. The 
Central Council of Toc H South Africa 
has accepted the report in principle. 


HOSPITAL BROADCASTS LAUNCHED 
IN PORTSMOUTH 


Toc H member Ron Carpenter is taking 
a leading part in an attempt to launch a 
Hospital Broadcasting Association in 
Portsmouth. Responsible for the orig- 
inal idea were Paul Robbins and 
Richard Skinner, both students at 
Portsmouth Grammar School, who had 
already recorded a number of pro- 
grammes for their own enjoyment. An 
inaugural meeting was held recently at 
the school, by invitation of the head- 
master, attended by 40 people, including 
representatives of hospital management 
boards. Also present to advise was 
“Sully” Sullivan of the Southampton 
Hospital Broadcasting Association, 
whose 60 volunteers put out 24 hours of 
high quality, well varied programmes 
every week. The Portsmouth Football 
Club have offered the free use of the 
GPO land lines used for football 


commentaries and the St. Mary's 
hospital management board have pro- 
vided a room which is at present being 
converted into a studio by volunteer 
labour. 


Baby-sitting to 
raise funds 


The Toc H group which meets in the 
services’ club in Verden, Germany, 
found a novel way to raise funds to 
provide Christmas parcels for 75 old 
and lonely people. They went baby- 
sitting. Not only did this raise money, 
it also made them many new friends and 
led a number of people to ask “what 7s 
this Toc H ?”. 

The group, which was started two 
years ago, has a regular attendance of 
10-12 at weckly mectings. 


The marginal paragraph signs indicate to members of the 

Bordon Company tha subjects for their special intercession. 

« Bordon members undertake a simple rule of life: a daily actof a 
prayer, a short reading and a period of quiet. Each dayisseen |! 
asan opportunity for serviceinthespiritoftheinsightgained. 
Details from The Bordon Company, Toc H Headquarters. 


VANDALS COST US A MILLION 


LGIO Launches Research Campaign 


A national survey conducted by the 
Local Government Information Office 
in 1963. the first of its kind, established 
that vandalism was then costing local 
authorities in England and Wales alone 
a total of £1 million a year. 

Now a combined research, publicity 
operation is being carried out by the 
LGIO to discover the best means of 
coping with the problem of vandalism. 

The 1,400 county, borough, urban 
and rural councils in England and 
Wales are being asked to record 
specific and typical examples of vand- 
alism in their areas, as well as giving 
total costs during the past 12 months. 

Councils are also invited to put 
forward their own ideas about publicity 
aimed at getting the public to co- 
operate, and arc being asked to comment 
on press and public reaction to the four 
experimental posters produced by the 
LGIO initially for use in local 
campaigns. 

Talking of the current campaign, Mr. 
Laurence Evans, head of the LGIO 
stated: “We do not pretend to know all 
the answers. This is why we are, to a 
great extent, making the campaign a 
research activity. If the response is 
encouraging we shall embark on a more 


comprehensive campaign in 1970. 
Nonetheless, we are concentrating on 
the idea of family responsibility. 

“Apart from the moral aspect, the 
campaign has economic considerations. 
If the cost of vandalism was cut 
considerably, the money spent on 
replacement and repair could be 
directed into other channels.” 


New Indian magazine 


The Lamp, the magazine of Toc H in 
India, has ceased publication as a 
pocket size monthly and has been 
reborn as a larger, better printed 
quarterly. The first issue in the new 
format, published last October, is 
impressive. It contains two articles 
from the pen of Rajaiah D. Paul and a 
powerful contribution from Frank 
Field, who outlines both the magnitude 
of the problems that face India and the 
exciting potential for development that 
is the other side of the coin. To 
receive The Lamp regularly send 5s 
to Mr. A. S. Paul, Business Manager, 
The Lamp, A94, Kilpauk Garden 
Colony, Madras 10. 


“I don't want to be a cabbage” 


Some paople find it difficult to typa with 
fingers, but Evelyn Parkins, who lives at 
the Cheshire Home In Olvertan Road, 
Cheltenham, copes easily using a stick 
between her toas to depress the keys. 
Evelyn's hands have been disabled from 
birth but she still manages to knit. 
embrolder and type letters for the Socal 
Toc H branch, for whom she acts as 
Assistant Secretary. 
Her mattais ‘I don't want to be a cabbage" 
and it was that which led to her embroidery 
belng shown to the Queen Mother. 

Photo: Cheltenham Chronicle 


Changi records 


One of the most astonishing and 
inspiring stories in the whole history of 
Toc H is the story, told in detail in the 
August 1947 issue of the Toc H 
Journal, of the groups which met in 
Changi gaol and other prisoner-of-war 
camps in the Far East during World 
War II. After the war one of the 
Changi members, Stanley Grant, gave 
a Lamp in memory of those killed 
during the war in the Far East. This 
Lamp has been in the safe keeping of 
Mark V, Southampton, since the 
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Students to help 
homeless men 


A number of students at St. Peter’s 
teacher training college in Saltley, 
Birmingham, have expressed an interest 
in working with the homeless men who 
live rough in the neighbourhood of the 
college. Their first idea was to operate a 
“soup run” similar to that which has 
operated for some months from Mark 
VI. The soup would provide a point of 
contact with the men. A survey of 
derelict houses was undertaken by 25 
students one night in November, but 
according to Point Three’s Birmingham 
correspondent, Tony Colombat, him- 
self a student at the college and the 
organiser of the survey, “it was not 
really a great success”. This was 
because the night chosen for the survey 
was the coldest night of the year to date 
and most of the men who normally 
sleep rough in the ‘“‘derrys’’ were in 
hostels that night. However, the 
majority of the students, writes Tony, 
“were not put off by the findings of the 
survey and wish to continue work with 
these people in some form or another”. 


EVERY DISTRICT NEEDS A 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT. 
HAVE YOU GOT ONE? 


Now it’s a Lock-in! 

After the Plympton men’s branch 
meeting, the detective sergeant 
who had just given a talk on crime 
prevention found that he had been 
lockedin. Eventhe housebreaking 
tools he had brought along 
wouldn’t budge the Chubb 
security locks. After half an hour 
he managed to attract a patrolling 
|’ colleague who roused a caretaker. 


given to Mark V 
closure of Talbot House, Singapore, 
where it was first placed. Another 
Changi member, Colonel Gilbert, has 
now given all the records in his pos- 
session of that remarkable episode in 
Toc H history and they will be pre- 
served in Mark V with the Changi 
Lamp. Colonel Gilbert asks any 
Changi members who are still members 
or Builders of Toc H to contact him at 
Whiteoaks, Parcq de l’Oeillere, St. 
Brelade, Jersey, Channel Islands. 
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picture point 


LEFT 

Mrs. Margaret Duff was the first patien 
the new telephone trolley presented to the 
Hartlapool Cameron Hospital by fiva women's 
branchesin the area. Members from the branches 
share a rota for two trollay shops Operating atthe 
Cameron and General hospitals. All profits are 
used to buy amenities for hospital Patients, 
the centre is Mrs. Vera Clark who made TD 
presentation. Mr. Norman Graham, chairman a 
the hospital house committee, Miss M. Ruther. 
ford, the matron, and members of the Toc H 
shop committee aro also in the picture 


Photo: Northern Daily Mail. 
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BELOW 

You have to be a veteran to get away with this 
sort of thing. Mambars of Slade women’s branch 
had their hands full during a Christmas party 
at the Veterans Hall. 


Photo: Kent & Sussex Courier. 


ABOVE 


It had to happen sametime so why not the year of 
the moon landing? Father Christmas pensioned 
off his reindeer for his visit to Bingham last year 
and used a rocket instead. The occasion was a 
toy collection for children and the unlikely 
looking spacemen ara members of Toc H. A letter 
was sent ta N.A.S.A., Houston, with best wishes 
from the branch, a hope that their experiments 
would lead ta peaceful co-existence and offering 
technical data for this 22 feet long rocket if 
required. So far no reply has been raceived | 

Photo: Newark Advertiser 


This month, for the first time, Point Three 
turns the spotlight on a joint branch— 
Wallingford, in the Oxford & Thames Valley 


Area. “The idea of going joint,” writes Point 
Three correspondent Joe Eversden, “has 
proved worthwhile beyond all doubt. The 


fellowship is extremely strong and there is no 
‘dead wood’. All the members appear to be 
younger in outlook than their age.” Although 
Toc H is numerically one of the smallest 
organisations in Wallingford it has consider- 
able impact. “When we talk all others are 
prepared to listen,” says Joe. 

The present membership of the branch is 15, 
seven ladies and eight men. Three of these 
have joined comparatively recently. In 
addition the branch has many friends who 
are very willing to help with specific jobs. It 
is from the ranks of these friends that recent 
new members have been drawn. The age 
range of the members is from the mid-30’s ta 
the mid-60’'s. 

The branch meets in a condemned cottage, 
recently offered to them, rent free, by a local 
firm. “It is in an excellent state of repair and 
decoration,” writes Joe, “and is fitted with 
electric light and main water supply. This is 
the third cottage we have had, under similar 
circumstances, but it's easily the best.” As 
far as the programme is concerned the 
branch try to strike a balance between 
serious evenings—discussions on such things 
as the Maud Report or the United Nations 
Organisation—and social activities. They 
have branch dinners, visits to London 
theatres and, in summer, rounders on the 
village green, followed by a drink and 
sandwiches at the local pub. 

Most of the members are actively involved 
in local organisations—borough council, 
churches, the community association, the 
youth club and the political parties. Regular 
branch activities include monthly visits to the 
nearby mental hospital to sing hymns with the 
Patients; monthly visits to a hostel for the 
sub-normal to play games and bingo: and 
regular parties at a Red Cross home for 
handicapped girls in Shiplake. In addition, 
through the winter, the branch give film 
shows at the six old people's homes in the 
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town and, in the summer, members are busy 
with work in connection with the Area 
caravan. 

This fully equipped, 4/5 berth caravan, 
fitted with calor gas lighting and cooking 
facilities, gives holidays to families who 
otherwise would not be able to have one. 
Preference is given to families sponsored by 
Toc H branches, particularly to families with 
a spastic or mentally retarded member. 
Families are also sponsored by Family 
Service Units and by Dr. Barnado'’s. An 
invalid chair is available, if required. Families, 
or their sponsors, are asked to pay £3 per week. 

The caravan is on a pleasant, riverside site, 
with a general shop, swimming pool and 
children’s paddling pool. The main shopping 
centre and a public park are only a few 
minutes walk away. River launches stop at 
the site daily. 

Members meet the visitors on arrival and 
visit them during the week. Full details can 
be obtained from Brian Sanders, 49 Chiltern 
Close, Wallingford, Berks. 


Wallingford members visiting their caravan. 
Photo: Wallingford Herald. 
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John Burgess became Youth and Projects 
Officer on January 6. In addition to projects 
work in the South Eastern Region he will be 
responsible for the co-ordination of projects 
nationally. He will be based at Crutched 
Friars House. John was a member of 
Colchester branch before joining the BAOR 
staff three years ago. His most recent 
appointment has been as warden of the 
services’ club in Paderborn, where this photo- 
graph was taken. 

Vera Harley will be leaving the staff at the 
end of February to become the head of the 
international department of the YWCA. 
Dorothy Baron, who was personal secretary 
to Sandy Giles and, before him, to George 
Davis, has been ordered by her doctor to take 
a long rest and has retired. 


notices 


Langdale Week, Weirside: June 6-13. 
Enquiries to R. J. Seymour, “Laggan”, 
Kilbryde Grove, Dunblane, Perths. 


welcome point 


Dor Knap charges must, unfortunately, 
be increased this year and a full weekend 
(Friday/Sunday) will cost £2.15.0. Saturday 
to Sunday tea, £2.5.0. Saturday PM to 
Sunday tea £2.0.0. 


Preliminary announcement. The Toc H 
London Sports, open to Marks, branches and 
groups, will be held at Battersea Park on 
Saturday, May 9, starting at 2.30 p.m. Details 
from Philip Berry, 22a Gloucester Road, 
London, S.W.7. 


Talbot House, Poperinge 

The following party bookings have been 
received for 1970. Applications direct to the 
leader of the party, please. 


May 15-22. Bruges and Poperinge. Incl- 
udes Festival of the Cats in leper and the 
Festival of the Golden Tree in Bruges. The 
Rev. Gualter de Mello, Toc H Prideaux House, 
Church Crescent, Hackney, London, E.9. 


July 3-6. Overseas Assembly. Mrs. Dora 
Bullivant, Toc H International Office, Crutched 
Friars House, London, E.C.3. 


July 18-25. Bruges and Poperinge. 
“Skegg’’ Blanchard, Toc H Headquarters, 15 
Trinity Square, London, E.C.3. 


September 7-11. Veterans’ Party. 
Charles Humphries, 19 Common Close, 
Horsell, Woking, Surrey. 


In addition, some Oberammergau parties 
are visiting Poperinge, and there are still 
vacancies on the 15 day tour leaving London 
on July 19. Details from "Skegg” Blanchard 
at Headquarters. 


The following new branches were formally recognised by the Central Executives; 


at their September meeting: 
Saffron Walden (j). 


at their December meeting: 


Highams Park (j), Knighthorpe (j), Oadby (i), Pickering (j), Wembley (j). 
The follawing branches elected new members during the month: 


3—Downend (m). 


2£ast Leake (m), Horsell (j), Oadby (j), Ripley (m), Sevenoaks (w). 


1—accrington (m), Ashby-de-la-Zouch (w), Broadstairs & St. Peter's (m), Broadway (m), 
Colwyn Bay (m), Dalton-in-Furness (m), Edmonton (w), Eynsford (m), Felpham (m), 
Gravesend (w), Great Harwood (m), Grouville (m), Huddersfield Youth Action (j), 
Kelso (m), Lindley (m), Llandrindod Wells (m), Loughton (m), Romford (m), St. John’s 
(Sevenoaks) (m), Sittingbourne (m), Solihull (m), South Ruislip (m), Staxton/Flixton (m), 
Street (m), Tavistock (m), Tonbridge (m), Wallingford (j), Weybridge (m), Winchester (m). 


42 new members were elected during December, to whom we extend a warm 


welcome. 


Published by Toc H, and Toc H Women’s Association, 15 Trinity Square, London, E.C.3, and printed in England 
by Loxley Bros. Ltd., Sheffield and London. 
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RIVIERA. Member's seaside 
lidays/convalescence, any time. 
All-electric. Comfortable for five (maximum 
seven). Particularly reasonable early/late 
season. Also five-berth caravan, April/ 
September, delightfully situated for surfing. 
1 Primrose Terrace, Newlyn, Penzance. 


coRNI SH 
cottage—ho 


GUERNSEY, C.l. Good homely fare with 
Toc H family. H & C in rooms. Midweek 
bookings accepted. Terms: BB and EM 
£9. 9s. Od. per week. Mrs. P. Saunders, 
Petherton, Tertre Lane, Vale. Tel: Guernsey 
44756 (STD 0481). 


BOOK NOW for your summer holidays. 
Normanhurst, the small friendly hotel situated 
on the sea front of this famous Sussex resort. 
Near theatres, churches, the sun lounge, 
model village, and ideally situated for coach 
outings. Two lounges, own beach hut 
(opposite hotel). Terms from 10 gns. each, 
twin bedded. Write for brochure and town 
book: NORMANHURST Private Hotel, Sea 
Front, St. Leonards, Sussex. (Phone Hastings 
4784). 


YPRES. Tea Room and Patisserie, 9 Grande 
Place. Light meals; teas. English spoken.— 
VANDAELE (Toc H Builder). 


INSURANCE: Let a Christian broker 
arrange your Unit Trusts, Investments, 
Endowment, Pensions and all other insur- 
ances. Mr. F. G. Applegate, Norfolk House, 
The Terrace, Torquay. Tel: 27872. 


BRUGES, BELGIUM. 
Hotel Jacobs welcomes 
Toc H parties and indi- 
vidual visitors to this 
lovely old city. Within 
easy reach af other 
famous cities of art, and 
of coast. Good food 
and comfortable accom- 
friendly 
atmosphere. Pleasant restaurant, bar and 
lounge. Parking. English spoken. Strongly 
recommended. Write for brochure and terms 
to Mr. Jules Lietaert, HOTEL JACOBS. 
Baliestraat 1, Bruges, Belgium. 
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SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 


radi advertisements must be received (with remittance) by the first day of the month 
receding publication. The charge is 6d. a word (minimum 6s,), oe 
DPS Publicity Services Ltd, 69 Fleet Street, E.C.4 or to 

Toc H, 41 Trinity Square, London E.C.3. (01-709 0472) 


Arthur Scholey, 
“Point Three” Magazine, 


CORNWALL, PENTEWAN. 4-berth Caravan: 


from 6-9 guineas. S.A E. O 
. S.A.E. Ol 
Road, Smethwick, Worcs. Ribs 


ADVERTISING PENCILS, superb Ball- 
Pens, Combs, Brushes, etc., gold-stamped 
Branch name, raise funds quickly, easily 
Details—Northern Novelties, Bradford 2. , 


WARDEN MANOR invites you to share in 
its warm and friendly Toc H atmosphere. 
Overlooking the sea and Kentish countryside 
the 500 year old manor offers good food, 
comfortable beds and free entertainments— 
tennis, table tennis, putting, etc. Bathing 
at nearby Warden Bay. Garage available. 
Bus service direct to the door from Sheer- 
ness station. 1970 season from Saturday, 
July 4 to Saturday, September 19. Cost 
£9.15s. per week per person in twin or 
double-bedded room, £8.15s. per week in a 
multiple room. Book now. Write to Secretary 
(Warden Manor), 50, Varney Road, Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts. 


Toc H Summer School 
at Bangor 


The theme for this year's Summer 
School at Church Hostel, Bangor, 
willbe Prospect forthe ‘70's. There 
will be a series of lectures and 
related visits and demonstrations 
on particular aspects of social 
concern which will become vital 
issues during the next decade. 
lain Fraser will lead a session on 
the bearing of the week’s subjects 
for Toc H and on the final evening 
thero will ba a concert given by a 
group of Welsh singers and in- 
strumentalists. There will be coach 
outings to Snowdonia, Anglesey 
and the Lleyn Peninsula. As usual 
the week is for men only. 

Costs: Accommodation £9. Con- 
ference fee £1 1s. 

Dates: July 17-24. 

Details from the Rev. John Jones, 
Bryn Hyfryd. Trofarth, Nr. Aber- 
gele, Denbighshire. 


DED ae 


A RADIO APPEAL 
BY THE 
VICE-PATRON 


| 
| 
The Hon. ANGUS OGILVY will | 
make the week's Good Cause | 


appeal for 


TOC H 


« 1.25pm . BBC RADIO FOUR 


(All regions & Scotland) 


on SUNDAY, MAY 24th 1970 


Please book this date and start planning to get people to listen and 
respond. A letter, with ideas for reinforcing the appeal, has been 
sent to all branches with an order form for the special appeal leaflet 
being printed. Join in the discussions and add your ideas for a 


really successful effort. 


For further details write to: 


G. W. Ashfield, Chairman, Joint Appeals Committee, 
15 Trinity Square, LONDON E.C.3 


